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Before a bomb ended his life in the summer of 1980, Walter Rodney had created a powerful legacy.

This pivotal work, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, had already brought a new perspective to

the question of underdevelopment in Africa. His Marxist analysis went far beyond the heretofore

accepted approach in the study of Third World underdevelopment. How Europe Underdeveloped

Africa is an excellent introductory study for the student who wishes to better understand the

dynamics of Africa s contemporary relations with the West.
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The late Guyanese writer, Walter Rodney had left us his great insights regarding the reasons for the

underdevelopment of the African continent. His work finds equal footing with those of Frantz Fanon

and to an extent that of the late Brazilian author and social activist, Paulo Freire in attempting to

provide a critical insight, and a gainful analysis to the situation and reasons for the poverty on the

African continent. This analysis, whether one agrees with its conclusions or not provides a means

towards looking at the stalk realities of African underdevelopment. Rodney thesis that the

trans-atlantic slave trade diminished the African manpower to attain development cannot be easily

pushed under the carpet. Development is how a people within the means available to them, within

their eco-context utilize their knowledge for the good of the totality.When their people is afflicted with

disease or mass uprooting there is bound to be both a biological and social ripple effects that would

affect both the pace and nature of development. It is here that we realize that Rodney's proposition



underlines a crucial factor in explaining the reasons for the African state. The comparative examples

used from various societies within Africa and beyond to support forcefully and assertively his

thereotical claim shows a well researched critical mind at work. The book relates that the reality of

underdevelopment can only be tied to two events, namely European colonialism and the capitalist

orgy for profit, through the use of cheap labor (slavery) and through capitalist exploitation of the

labor through the marketing and importation of African cash crop resources to Europe and the New

World.
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